The Community Healing Circle is a credible reparative justice
process for communities atecied by cnme.

A Cirche i5 ransformative. It transiorms an adversarial approach 10
a communal process, the goal is not 1o blame and segregate but 1o
hold accountable the offending behaviour and give a powerful voice o
the ones who have been victimized.

Circles may be ueed in a variety of settinge, including pre-charge
and posi-charge convictions (this circle was used in a post conviction,
post custody setting)

Objectives

Viewers should be able to appreciate that;
« members of a community including viebmis) and offander(s)
can come ogeather in a maaningfu way to address an event
that has created harm,
« tha person(s) who committed the offense can be held
accourtable in meaningful ways.
* & process guided by principles of compassion, creativity and
community is a powerful way of achieving satistying justice.

Discussion Questions

1) What is Justice as you see it?

2) How did the Circle compare to what franspires in a criminal court?
3) How do you feal about the intentions of tha Circla?

4) What are the strengths of the Gircla procass?

3)  What are the limitations of the Cirde process?

Resources

The Centre lof Justice Studies, Humber
3190 Lakoenone Blvd Wosl, Eloblcoko, Ontaro MEV 1K8
Tel” 416-675-6622 gl 3354

Thi Church Councl en Juctics and Comactons
507 Bank Strest, Oftawa, Dntand K29 1.5
Tel: 613-563-1888 Email. cojcbweb nel

Communiy Holistie Circle Healing
Hollow Water First Mation, Hollow Water, Manifoba ROE 2ED

Eamily Group Confarences, Perspecives on Policy and Practice,
enlitorg,; Joe Hudson, Algon Moois, Gabrele Maxwell, Burl Gallawey,
Foederation Pross, 1096
Kevin Mamon, Appresticed in Crime, McoClelland - Bantam, 18632

Rupert Ross, Returning 1o the Teachings, Penguin Books, 1996
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Stages of a Circle

The facilitator/circle-keeper contacis the person(s) who has been
vicimized and the personis) who has exhibiled the offending behay-
iour to explain the process, ofer support and delerming their willing-
ness to be part of the circle.

The facildator/circie-keeper makes contact with mambers of the
community who have specific relationships to the event and the per-
sonis) who was vicimized and the personis) who commilted the
offense 1o explain the process and determine their willingrness to be
part of the cirgle,

Holding the Circle

" averyone is brought logether in a circle setting

" the circle begins with a rtual (specific o the group) that bol-
slers community spirit and encourages sincerity and opanass
" gach person infroduces themsslves with a statement of
what brings them o the circla

* the faciitator then bagins by asking the parson(s) who com-
mitted the offensa what thay fell whan thay did the oflense
amd what they have fell sinca the offense ook place.

* the facilitator then asks the person(s) who was victimized
what thay falt whan they wera victimized and what they have
falt sinca the victmization took place.

* the facilitator then asks the other membars of the cirde {o
affer ther expariencas that came as A result of the offensa

* the facilitator asks members to offer their comments and
questions to the parsonis) who was victimized and to the per-
son{s] who committed the offense,

* the facilitator asks how justice will best be satisfied in this
circumstance; the person who was victimized along with the
personis) who committed the offense and other members of
the circle amve at agreements that ensure everybody's over-
all sense of trust, safely and well-being.

" the circle ends with a closing ritual specific o the people
invialved in the circle,

"'l is recommended that support plans are sat up 10 monitor the
agreements and 1o assis! the participants, where necessary, in the
post-circle phase."""



